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Seasonal variation of coarse aerosol particle concentration at Syowa Station, Antarctica
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Abstract: Number-size distributions (D, >0.3 ym) of atmospheric aerosol
particles were measured at Syowa Station, Antarctica, from February 2004 to
January 2006. Volume concentrations of coarse particles (D, 1.0-5.0 xm) were
low in December to January and high in the rest of the year. To identify factors
controlling the seasonal variation of coarse particle concentrations at Syowa
Station, seasonal variations of wind speed distribution over the Southern
Ocean, sea ice extent, wind speed at the edge of sea ice and at Syowa Station,
and seasonal patterns of backward air trajectories were compared with the
volume concentrations of coarse particles. Patterns of backward air trajectories
and changes in size distributions of coarse particles associated with sea ice
extent suggest changes in major source areas of sea salt particles observed at
Syowa Station: coastal areas near Syowa in February and March, but far north
of the sea ice edge, around 60° south, in October.
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Fig. 1. Upper panel: Aerosol number concentrations for particles larger than 0.3 ym and 1.0 ym
during November 1 to 11, 2004, at Syowa Station, Antarctica. Red (D,> 0.3 um) and
blue (D,> 1.0 um) lines indicate data before data screening. Green (D,> 0.3 um) and
purple (D,> 1.0 yum) lines indicate data after data screening. Middle panel: wind speed
(left axis, red) and wind direction (right axis, blue). Lower panel: SO, (left, red) and
condensation nuclei (right, blue) concentrations at Syowa Station.
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Fig. 2. Upper panel: Daily average number concentrations from February 2004 to January 2006
for >0.3 um (O) and >1.0 yum (V) at Syowa Station. Vertical bars indicate daily
average of wind speed. Middle and lower panels: volume concentrations for size ranges
0.3-1.0 um (Vos-1.0 um) and 1.0-5.0 um (Vio-s5.0 pm).
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Fig. 3. Monthly box plots of volume concentrations for fine (D, 0.3-1.0 um) and coarse (D, 1.0
-5.0 um) particles during February 2004 to January 2006 at Syowa Station. The lower
boundary of the box shows the 25th percentile, the line within the box marks the median,
and the upper boundary of the box shows the 75th percentile. Whiskers above and below
the box represent the 90th and 10th percentiles. The mean is also portrayed as a thick
line.

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Nati onal Institute of Polar Research

492 RHEMMEE

DJF  BlSEmReit. MAM

eq]I:mn.llly Longterm Mean (1968—1996) wspd m/s

_r:».‘\fj':\,r'\lﬁ NCEF GriDS image

JJA

MAX=16.37 NCEP GrADS image

1 3 7 [] " 13 15

4 NCEPHNT 7 — 512 X %, 1958-1996 4£12 5 1) T D 925 hPa [ T DR FER M 4345,
Ab12-2 A, AE:3-5H, £T:6-8 A, AT:9-11 A, FHOLT OFRAAMEHIEE 2 7R
7.
Fig. 4. Average wind speed distribution at the 925 hPa surface for the southern hemisphere using
NCEP reanalysis data from 1958 to 1996. Upper left: December, January, and February.
Upper right: March, April, and May. Lower left: June, July and August. Lower right:
September, October, and November. The red circle in each figure represents the location
of Syowa Station.
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Fig. 5. Backward air trajectories for 2 days from near Syowa Station. Upper left: February and
March in 2004 and 2005. Upper right: July and August in 2004 and 2005. Lower left:
September and October in 2004 and 2005. Lower right: December in 2004 and 2005
and January in 2005 and 2006.
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Fig. 6. Upper panel: Position and distance of sea ice edge along 40°E from Syowa Station

(Ushio, 2006). Lower panel: Average wind speed at 925 hPa level at the sea ice edge and
surface level at Syowa Station (circle). For box plot, see Fig. 3 for explanation.
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Fig. 7. Number size distributions on March 2 and December 17, 2004 at Syowa Station.
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Fig. 8. Upper panel: seasonal variation of concentration ratios as N>ium/>2um at Syowa Station.
Lower panel: seasonal variation of volume concentration (Vi.o-so xm) in coarse size range.
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