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I would like to thank the Japanese Society of
Snow and Ice for nominating me for the Hirata
Award. It is a professional honor to become the
first foreign scholar recognized by this prize.
Indeed, it motivates me a lot to continue my work
in the cryospheric research.

My way to the award was paved mainly by a
set of papers on snow avalanche triggering and
snow mechanics. These were co-authored with
my Japanese colleagues or linked to Japan one
way or another (be it the subject, like the his-
torical divide of the northern territories, or a birth
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525 X912, ZIKMAY OAAEAOKITIISE % 1
F<T5E, RIIEZTVET. T DHIEEH
WP EREY OIS, RTLIT% - THCK
RHE, A ¥ Nl YIRS 2 TE
TBY, ZFHOKIMTHANWAERI LSRN
o T&EFE L7 7272, AW TIldn K7
OMWFRTHML TV &, FREELTHWAW
AR EEZEMLTWS DI, BizbOHA
DIN—=TDRATHY TT. TOMAEENPL
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of the initial idea to do modeling with our
colleagues from France). In particular, I would
like to thank all scientists with whom I had a
pleasure to make my first steps in research on
Japanese soil and to learn from. Specifically, Prof.
Kouichi Nishimura (Nagoya University), Dr. Osamu
Abe (NIED) and all staff of the Cryospheric
Environmental Simulator, where I was lucky to
do my experimental work years ago, as well as
members of Cryosphere research laboratory,
Nagoya University in 2008-2010, where I was
working on my Ph.D. degree at that time.
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In my ceremonial talk last September held at
Nagoya University (BEENIC L ) FEL SN L H
3 DL L HERIC BT 2 E K EONZE), 1
prepared several examples of my work, starting
from shaking platform experiments with snow
and continuing with FEM modeling of snow
failure, as well as snow avalanche statistics at
Sakhalin Island and the Kuril Islands. Today
there is a lot of other exciting work in progress,
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therefore, in order to avoid any redundant
repetition of previously published materials,
relevant articles are simply listed below for any
interested readers.

In the meantime, I sincerely thank the organ-
izers of the ceremony for a great opportunity to
share my research and hope to be able to con-
tribute more into advancement of the cryospheric
studies.
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